
 

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:
Route starts and finishes at the City Park in Iowa City. Follow trails and Foster Rd to Makinaw Rd then under I-80 to the trails at the Waterworks Park. Take Linder Rd to Prairie Du Chien Rd, Newport Rd, Sugar Bottom Rd and Mehaffey 
Bridge Rd in to North Liberty. From North Liberty take Dubuque Street back towards Iowa City and pick up the adjacent trail near then entrance to West Overlook. Turn into the trails at the Waterworks park then retrace route back to City 
Park.
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ROUTE: Iowa City - Sugar Bottom - North Liberty loop from City Park 27 miles
DISTANCE: [1]26.95 mi    LOCATED: Iowa City, Iowa
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ROUTE: Iowa City - Sugar Bottom - North Liberty loop from City Park 27 miles
DISTANCE: [1]26.95 mi    LOCATED: Iowa City, Iowa

Notes

AT FOR NOTES

0.01 mi. 871ft
City of IOWA CITY. City Park. Start at shelter 
adjacent to the Riverside stage. Proceed 
south on the park trail towards Park Rd.

0.17 mi. 812ft
Turn LEFT as the trail splits near the park 
entrance and follow the trail alongside Park 
Rd towards Dubuque St.

0.32 mi. 3714ft Turn LEFT on to the trail alongside Dubuque 
St.

1.03 mi. 4317ft Turn LEFT on to Foster Rd.

1.85 mi. 1386ft Turn RIGHT on to Mackinaw Dr.

2.11 mi. 946ft
Turn LEFT on to Manitou Trail Rd. The road is
 a loop. This turn is near the dead end of 
Mackinaw Rd.

2.29 mi. 2346ft

Turn RIGHT on to the city trail (trail goes 
under 1-80 and on to the Waterworks Park).
CAUTION this is a sharp turn at the bottom of 
a hill.

2.73 mi. 709ft

At the first 4 way trail intersection turn RIGHT 
on to the trail towards the Iowa City Water 
Treatment Facility building Stephen Atkins 
Drive entrance (Dubuque St & Linder Rd). 
The trail is unmarked and has several spurs 
and intersections. If end up at some other 
entrance on Dubuque Street turn RIGHT on to
 Dubuque Street then when get to Linder Rd 
turn LEFT onto Linder Rd and continue the 
route.

2.87 mi. 906ft Continue STRAIGHT on the trail.

3.04 mi. 423ft

Turn RIGHT onto the trail heading southeast. 
If instead continue straight there is a gated 
entrance to the Water Treatment Facility. That
 eventually will take you to Dubuque street but 
not entrance at Linder Rd.

3.12 mi. 448ft

Bear LEFT at the curved four way intersection
 with a loop spur of the trail. The Water 
Treatment facility is visible to your left and that
 is where the route is going. If miss this turn 
will end up back here in about 1/4 mile.

3.2 mi. 213ft
Trail ends. Turn LEFT on to the sidewalk that 
runs the perimeter of the Water Treatment 
Plant parking lot.

3.24 mi. 672ft
At the entrance to the building the sidewalk 
merges with the parking lot rd. Proceed along 
the parking lot road to the gated entrance.

3.37 mi. 257ft

Gated entrance to the Water Treatment Plant 
is likely to be closed on weekends. Dismount 
and walk around the gate and stone structure 
and proceed towards Dubuque St.

3.42 mi. 1mi 992ft At entrance on Dubuque St proceed 
STRAIGHT on to Linder Rd.

4.61 mi. 1mi 2051ft Turn LEFT on to Prairie Du Chien Rd.

6 mi. 2mi 4032ft Turn RIGHT on to Newport Rd (F8W).

8.76 mi. 5mi 3431ft Turn LEFT on to Sugar Bottom Rd (F70).

14.41 mi. 3mi 2082ft Turn LEFT on to Mehaffey Bridge Rd.
CAUTION: High traffic road

17.8 mi. 1052ft Continue STRAIGHT at intersection with 
Penn St (F28).

18 mi. 2193ft

City of NORTH LIBERTY. Turn LEFT on to 
Dubuque St. Pit stop options along Dubuque 
St. Red's Ale House is just a half block to the 
RIGHT on Dubuque St.

Dubuque St can have relatively high traffic
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18.42 mi. 2mi 5275ft
Continue STRAIGHT on Dubuque St at 
intersection with Zeller St. Beaver Creek 
Center has numerous pit stop options.

21.42 mi. 1264ft

Continue STRAIGHT on Dubuque St at 
intersection with West Overlook Rd. The trail 
that runs along the east silde of Dubuque 
Street has an entrance point on Overlook Rd 
at this intersection but it requires a left turn 
then will end up crossing Dubuque Street to 
the run along the west side just a bit further 
down the road. This route will pick up the trail 
at that point and avoid crossing Dubuque 
Street two times unnecessarily.

21.66 mi. 3932ft

Turn RIGHT on to the trail along the west side
 of Dubuque St. This is where the trail crosses 
Dubuque St from the east to west side near 
Freedom Trail Rd.

22.4 mi. 4211ft

Continue STRAIGHT on the trail at the 
intersection with Lincolnshire Place.

If get off route here by turning RIGHT will take
 you to Oakdale Blvd.

23.2 mi. 1247ft
Trail ends and merges with Dubuque Street to
 cross the Iowa River. Continue STRAIGHT on
 Dubuque St.

23.43 mi. 518ft

Turn RIGHT at the entrance to the 
Waterworks Park. Follow the parking area 
roadd to the trail entrance at the west end of 
the parking area.

23.53 mi. 47ft No Marker

23.54 mi. 769ft

Trail entrance point. Proceed WEST along the
 trail. Trail has numerous spurs and 
intersection all unmarked. Continue straight 
on the trail at all points to follow the outer 
perimeter of the park. Will end up at the four 
way interection encountered earlier in the 
route and continue on under I-80.

23.69 mi. 3723ft No Marker

24.39 mi. 2357ft

Continue STRAIGHT on the trail at the four 
way intersection. This is the same intersection
 encountered earlier in the route after passing 
under I-80. From this point on route will 
essentially retrace back to the City Park.

24.84 mi. 1086ft Trail ends. Turn RIGHT on to Manitou Trail 
Rd.

25.04 mi. 972ft Turn RIGHT on to Makinaw Drive.

25.23 mi. 4318ft Turn LEFT on to Foster Rd.

26.05 mi. 3707ft Turn RIGHT on to the trail that runs along the 
west side of Dubuque St.

26.75 mi. 830ft Turn RIGHT on to the trail alongside Park Rd.

26.91 mi. 851ft Turn RIGHT and follow the trail alongside City
 Park Rd.

27.07 mi. - City of IOWA CITY. City Park.


